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From the Desk of the Executive Director 
Greetings! 

Spring comes with hope, newness, expectations, and joy.  We are looking forward 

to the growth, change, and new experiences this season brings. I welcome you to 

look at all the information shared in this newsletter to help you prepare for what’s 

coming up at Families Helping Families GBR  and within our community.  Please 

take advantage of the notices of activities, events, trainings and webinars in this 

issue.   We hope the information and resources will be useful to you and your  

family. 

As a reminder, April marks the time that we express Autism Acceptance.  We     

encourage you to join us and express your support as well.  We are increasing our 

expression during this time by collaborating with other organizations to do more.  

We want to thank our families, children, youth, and all supporters moved to do something special and   

exciting during the month of April for people with disabilities, especially those who are on the Autism 

Spectrum. We hope you be able to join us at the Acadian Circus, [spek-truhm], a variety circus fundraiser 

supporting autism awareness.  Profits will be donated to Families Helping Families of Greater Baton Rouge. 

Don’t miss our featured ad on page 45 of Baton Rouge Parents Magazine in April’s issue. 

During the month of May, we recognize and promote mental health and wellness.  May 4th is Behavioral 

Health Day, which is a statewide effort to raise awareness on behavioral health and suicide prevention.  It 

is a nationwide effort to educate our communities and policy leaders on behavioral health care quality and 

access in our state.  We want to encourage families to attend this gathering at the Louisiana State Capital 

to voice your concerns, obtain information, and meet your state representatives. Contact us  if you would 

like to attend but need assistance with travel and accommodations.  As May comes to a close, so does the 

school year.  Considering our current mental health crisis, I would like to challenge all of us to stay en-

gaged with our children and youth in positive ways .  

As summer nears, please feel free to reach out to us for resources and activities, including camps.  Join us, 

as we partner with BREC, at Liberty Lagoon on June 23 for our 2023 Friends & Family Inclusive  Luau. There 

will be FREE food, drinks, and prizes, along with lots of fun in the water. Save time, beat the heat, and get 

your tickets and wristbands early at our office.  Tickets are $8 per person ages 4 and over.  You don’t want 

to miss this event! 

We look forward to  continuing to serve you and your family.  Feel free to call, attend webinars and/or      

in-person workshops, or just stop by and visit.  We would love to see you!  I pray that you and your family 

will be in good health and have joy.   Be safe!  

      Special regards, 

       

Dr. Marilyn Thornton 

https://www.fhfgbr.org/take-action
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2022-2023 BOARD MEETING CALENDAR DATES 

 

Listed below are the scheduled meeting dates for 2022-2023.  The Full Board meets every other month on 

odd months from 11:30 am – 1:00 pm.  Meetings are the 3rd Wednesday of each month.       

 

2022-2023 FULL BOARD MEMBER MEETING DATES 

11:30 am – 1:00 pm 

2356 Drusilla Lane Baton Rouge, LA  70809 

225-216-7474 

MONTH DATE 

August 2022  17 

October 2022 19 

December 2022 8 

February 2023 15 

April 2023 19 

June 2023 21 

Meeting Location: 
 

Families Helping Families of 

Greater Baton Rouge 

2356 Drusilla Lane Baton 

Rouge, La 70809 

Families Helping Families of Greater Baton Rouge is funded by many individuals, foundations, small businesses, local 

governmental entities, state government departments, and corporations. 

Major Funders Include: 





#3 Dylan Crews Challenges You 
to Donate to Families Helping 

Families 

Dylan Crews, Outfielder for LSU Baseball, joined forces with the Network of Families Helping Families 
Centers to Support Kids with Disabilities and Special Health Care Needs.  For every home run he hits 
during the 2023 season, he will personally donate $100 to Families Helping Families.  For every home 
run his teammates hit during the 2023 season, his family will personally donate $100 to Families 
Helping Families.  

Number 3 led the LSU Tigers with 22 of the 114 Home runs in the 2022 season and hopes to continue 
his hitting streak into the 2023 season.  This junior from Longwood, Florida, has stolen the hearts of 
many families of children with disabilities or special health care needs by inviting and giving them 
tickets to LSU baseball games.  For some families, it’s the first time they have ever attended a game in 
Alex Box Stadium.  

Dylan and his family hope YOU will join in on the Home Run Derby fun by donating any amount every 
time Dylan or one of the LSU Tigers hits a home run.  

You can choose to Pledge and Pay Later or Donate Now. 

 

For more information or to donate: https://fhfofgno.org/baseball-donation 



INCLUSIVE EDUCATION WEBINARS 





INCLUSIVE SUMMER CAMPS 





Mental Health Awareness Month was established in 1949 
to increase awareness of the importance of mental health 
and wellness in Americans’ lives and to celebrate recovery 
from mental illness.  



Living with autism is a family condition. It’s almost impossible to 
shield an entire family from a tantrum in Wal-Mart because there 
were no more Froot-Loops. I would always say “if one person in 
the household has  autism, the household has autism.” As a  
mother of two, finding balance with one child that is on the      
spectrum and another that is considered “normal” is challenging.    

My daughter was born two years prior to her brother and had little to no challenges         
whatsoever. She has always been advanced and independent. My son was nonverbal until 
the age of 5. Diagnosed with Autism at the age of 3. He did not like any loud noises or large 
crowds. His anxiety would cause him to become physically ill. This put a damper on many  
social events and caused us to become sheltered.   

On my daughter’s 9th birthday my husband and I asked her if she wanted a birthday party. 
Her reply was “no, because my brother will cry, and I don’t want to hurt his ears.” I              
immediately began to feel guilty. I then realized I subconsciously had not  given her a      
birthday party since he was born. I was appeasing the condition of one child and totally      
neglecting childhood milestones of another. She also became accustomed to going without. 
She did not have many friends. She was technically the “only child”, her brother could not 
verbally communicate with her. It is not only tough to live with autism. It’s tough to live among 
autism as well.   

That year we were all determined to throw her the best 9th birthday party ever. To our         
surprise, she and her brother had a blast. We incorporated something they both love,        
bubbles. During the moments we assumed he would be anxious, he was so happy for his   
sister, dancing and clapping for her during the “birthday” song (a moment he would normally       
despise). I believe seeing her joy gave him joy. It’s a moment our family will cherish forever.   

In this month’s “Mommy Moment’, I want to shed light on those “forgotten” siblings. The ones 
who are considered “normal”, so they don’t get as much attention as those who require more. 
Take a moment to do something that’s considered out of the   ordinary for your family. Allow 
them the opportunity to experience life outside of autism because at home, we do not have 
the opportunity to turn it off.   

A Mommy Moment   
By Fran Peterson 









EMPOWERMENT PROGRAM WORKSHOPS 



EMPOWERMENT PROGRAM WORKSHOPS 





















This event is for Individuals of all ages with disabilities and their friends 

and families. 

Bring your swimsuit and enjoy after-hour VIP access to the water 

park!!!  

Ticket Price: $8 per person ages 4 and up 

Location: Liberty Lagoon, 111 Lobdell Ave, Baton Rouge LA 70806 

SAVE TIME!!! 

Pre-purchase tickets and pick up wristbands at Families Helping        

Families of Greater Baton Rouge 

2356 Drusilla Lane, Baton Rouge LA 70809 

For more information contact us at 225-216-7474 

Save the Date!!! 



COMMUNITY EVENTS  





LaCAN Region 2 Leader 

Serving Ascension, East Baton Rouge, East Feliciana, 

Iberville, Point Coupee, West Baton Rouge, and 

West Feliciana Parishes 

Phone: (337) 522-6363 or (866) 216-7474 

Email: ahampton@lacanadvocates.org 

 

 

LOUISIANA COUNCIL'S ADVOCACY NETWORK 

WWW.LACANADVOCATES.ORG 

 Links lawmakers, individuals with disabilities and family members to make 

positive change in systems serving people with disabilities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Complete our online membership form at www.lacanadvocates.org 

MEMBERSHIP IS FREE! NO DUES. NO FEES. 

 

www.facebook.com/LaDDCouncil 

mailto:ahampton@lacanadvocates.org
http://WWW.LACANADVOCATES.ORG/
http://www.lacanadvocates.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LaDDCouncil


January 27, 2023  

The Louisiana Developmental Disabilities Council adopted its 2023 Legislative Advocacy Agenda with input from both 

its grassroots advocacy network LaCAN (Louisiana Council’s Advocacy Network) and Families Helping Families (FHF) 

Centers.  Thank you to all the LaCAN members, LaCAN Leaders, FHF Centers and those in the general public who 

shared their agenda recommendations.  

2023 Legislative Agenda 

1. The Council will advocate for additional funding for the nine FHF Regional Resource Centers it contracts 

with. During the last two legislative sessions, an additional $500,000 was added to the Council’s budget specifi-

cally for FHF Centers. The Council’s request to include this additional funding in its Fiscal Year 2024 budget 

was denied leaving these Center’s in an unfortunate situation. 

2. The Council will also partner with the Arc of Louisiana to advocate for the funding needed to provide all adults on 

Medicaid waivers for individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD) with incontinence supplies. 

Currently, incontinence supplies is covered for children and youth, but this coverage stops at age 21. 

3. The Council will continue its efforts to increase and expand postsecondary inclusive education opportuni-

ties in Louisiana for individuals with I/DD. During the last legislative session, the Inclusive Postsecondary Inclu-

sive Education Fund was established. This year, the Council is advocating for an additional $3 million be added to 

this fund. 

4. Finally, the Council will advocate to amend Louisiana’s Open Meetings Law to allow virtual participation of public 

body members and the general public when no state of emergency or disaster exists, and require official meet-

ing notices include information regarding all available options for the public to participate. 

Get Involved 

The 2023 Legislative Session begins April 10th and will conclude on June 8th. Individuals with disabilities, family 

members, and advocates are encouraged to take part in the Council’s advocacy efforts by participating in upcoming 

virtual roundtables and legislative visits. 

 Virtual roundtables will be held by each region of the state. These virtual events are an opportunity to 

gain more information about the 2023 Legislative Advocacy Agenda and connect with legislators. See 

the 2023 Legislative Roundtable schedule and register for yours today! 

 Interested in advocating for these agenda items with your legislator and regional delegation? 

Reach out to your LaCAN Leader to participate in legislative visits. 

For questions about virtual roundtables, legislative visits, or participating in other advocacy events, contact 

your LaCAN Leader or FHF Center. 

Contact Us 

LaDDC News is the electronic newsletter for the LA Developmental Disabilities Council. If there are any questions 

about the information above, contact the Council. 

phone: 1-800-450-8108

email: info@laddc.org

website: www.laddc.org 

facebook: www.facebook.com/LaDDCouncil 

twitter: www.twitter.com/LaDDCouncil 

Council’s 2023 Legislative Agenda 



Each year LDOE surveys parents of    

children with disabilities who receive   

special education services. They use 

this information to enhance family      

involvement and improve services and 

results for children with disabilities.  

LDOE special education parental           

involvement survey is open now 

through July 31.  

 

Louisiana Special Education Parent Involvement Survey (louisianabelieves.com)  

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/students-with-disabilities/louisiana-special-education-parent-involvement-survey


Medical Transportation 

Non-Emergency Medical Transportation 

HOW TO ACCESS: 

All Medicaid beneficiaries, who are eligible for transportation services and DO NOT receive       
transportation services through a managed care plan, should contact Verida to schedule a ride. 

Beneficiaries may reach the Fee-For-Service broker, Verida, at 1(855)325-7626. 

Medicaid beneficiaries who DO receive transportation services from a managed care plan should 
contact the call centers as follows: 

  

ELIGIBILITY: 

Medicaid covered transportation is available to Medicaid beneficiaries when: 

 The beneficiary is enrolled in a Medicaid benefit program that explicitly includes transportation 
services; and 

 The beneficiary or their representative has stated that they have no other means of transportation. 
  

COVERED SERVICES: 
 
Transportation to and/or from Medicaid covered services, including carved-out services, or value 
added benefits (VAB) when no other means of transportation is available. 
 
Beginning January 1, 2023, Medicaid will only reimburse for a beneficiary’s transportation services to 
a Fee-For-Service (FFS) provider or a managed care provider if that provider has enrolled through 
the Medicaid Provider Enrollment. 
 
LDH granted all NEMT providers an extension for enrollment in the Medicaid Provider Portal.  LDH 
requires all NEMT providers to enroll in the Medicaid Provider Portal no later than June 30, 2023. 

Health Plan Phone Number Fax Number Email Address 

Aetna Better Health of 
Louisiana 

877-917-4150 337-366-6760 Facility@Meditrans.com  

AmeriHealth Caritas of 
Louisiana 

225-726-2800 225-448-2017 LACompliance@southeastrans.com 

Healthy Blue 844-349-4324 337-366-6760 Facility@Meditrans.com  

Humana Healthy Hori-
zons 

 
844-613-1638 

337-366-6760  Facility@Meditrans.com  

Louisiana Healthcare 
Connections 

866-595-8133 480-757-6082 ClaimsLA@Veyo.com  

United Healthcare Com-
munity Plan 

866-886-4081 877-457-3349 TXLAExceptions@modivcare.com  

mailto:Facility@Meditrans.com
mailto:LACompliance@southeastrans.com
mailto:Facility@Meditrans.com
mailto:Facility@Meditrans.com
mailto:ClaimsLA@Veyo.com
mailto:TXLAExceptions@modivcare.com


Attendants 
 
An attendant shall be required when the beneficiary is under the age of 17. 

The attendant must: 

 Be a parent, legal guardian, or responsible person designated by the parent/legal guardian; and 

 Be able to authorize medical treatment and care for the beneficiary. 
Attendants may not: 

 Be under the age of 17; or 

 Be a Medicaid provider or employee of a Medicaid provider that is providing services to the ben-
eficiary being transported, except for employees of a mental health facility in the event an benefi-
ciary has been identified as being a danger to themselves or others or at risk for elopement. 

 Be a transportation provider or an employee of a transportation provider. 
If a child is to be transported, either as the beneficiary or an additional passenger, the parent or 
guardian of the child is responsible for providing an appropriate child passenger restraint system as 
outlined by La. R.S. 32:295. 

  

Meals and Lodging 

Eligible expenses include the following when necessary to ensure the delivery of medically neces-
sary services: 

 Transportation for the beneficiary and one attendant; and 

 Meals, lodging, and other related travel expenses for the beneficiary and one attendant when 
long distance travel is required. Long distance is defined as when the total travel time, including the 
duration of the appointment plus the travel to and from the appointment, exceeds 12 hours 
Medicaid covers meals and lodging for trips that are not otherwise covered in the inpatient per diem, 
primary insurance, or other payer source. 

 
COMMENTS: 
 
Medicaid beneficiaries should contact transportation broker call centers at least 48 hours prior to the 
requested transportation services. 

With the exception of urgent transportation requests and discharges from inpatient facilities, when 
requesting transportation services, the beneficiary’s and healthcare providers should schedule all 
services a minimum of 48 hours prior to the requested appointment.  The 48-hour minimum does not 
include non-business days. However, the MCO and/or transportation broker must make a reasona-
ble attempt to schedule the trip with less than 48 hours’ notice. 

MCOs shall make every effort to schedule urgent transportation requests and may not deny a re-
quest based solely on the appointment being scheduled less than 48 hours in advance. 

Urgent transportation refers to a request for transportation made by a healthcare provider for a med-
ical service, which does not warrant emergency transport but cannot be postponed. 
 

Urgent transportation shall include chemotherapy, radiation, dialysis, OTP, or other necessary medi-
cal care that cannot be rescheduled to a later time. 
 

All non-emergency out-of-state transportation must be prior approved by the MCO or transportation 
broker. The MCO may approve transportation to out-of-state medical care only if the beneficiary has 
been granted approval to receive medical treatment out of state when it is the nearest option availa-
ble. Coordination of approvals may take longer than 48 hours. 



Louisiana  
Families Helping Families  

Network 
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